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concerned, but he left behind him a legend of
magnificence. Those who had fought with him
owed him admiration because he stood for the
principles which they had themselves been taught
to adopt. And Franco was a man whose principles
were the key-note of his every action. Those who
had fought against him respected him simply because
he was a better soldier than themselves. He had
defeated them constantly but so far from being
bitter against him, they were deeply impressed
with his master}7 of the warfare that was their
natural activity*
If Franco had left his stamp oil Morocco, Morocco
had left such an impress on Franco as to mould
his character into inflexible shape. Apart from the
rules of personal and military behaviour, which
were to some extent inherent in his character, his
Morqccan experience formed the solid basis of his
political outlook. He had seen the cost of uncertainty
in dealing with the anarchic tribes. He had seen
too that once they were suppressed by force they
accepted the inevitable hand of the ruler without
undue complaint and without the strength, physical
or moral, to rise against it. The spectre of anarchy,
intangible, but for Franco none the less real, bogey,
represented for him the supreme evil. A firm-
handed government with a strong army at its
disposal, exterminating the supreme evil, became
the supreme good. These were not unnatural views